As the state’s chief financial officer, I am charged with monitoring the economic health of our state and its
regions. The state of Texas has 12 economic regions including the Northwest Region.

The 30-county Northwest Region covers about 27,600 square miles in northern Texas, stretching from
Oklahoma on the north to the Colorado River on the south and abutting Big Spring on the west and the Fort
Worth metro area on the east. Below we examine demographic

and economic statistics that influence the region’s economy. Glenn Hegar
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The Northwest Region’s estimated total
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population in 2017 was about 549,000, or
nearly 2 percent of the state’s total population. " Real rate of change

. . . . . **Figures include private and public sector employees with the exception of active-duty military
POplﬂatIOIl in this region has remained stable personnel, railroad employees, religious institution employees and the self-employed.
since the 2010 census. Sources: JobsEQ and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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increased at a rate higher than the state as a whole. The high school

graduation rate has increased almost 6.5 percent since 2010, consistently
Source: Texas Compitroller of Public Accounts outperforming the rest of the state. The region’s receipts subject to state

Sales receipts subject to state sales tax directly sales tax have had a positive upward trend following the 2009 recession,

attributable to the Northwest Region trended with a peak in 2014. Sales tax receipts from 2017 indicate this regional

slightly upward but fluctuated around the trend economy is regaining momentum.

line in the past decade.
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THE NORTHWEST REGION IS ONE OF THE COMPTROLLER’S 12 ECONOMIC REGIONS.
To see a complete list of these regions, plus more in-depth county-by-county data, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/economy/economic-data/regions/
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