h hlll

As the state’s chief financial officer, I am charged with monitoring the economic health of our state and its regions.
The state of Texas has 12 economic regions including the Upper Rio Grande Region.

The six-county Upper Rio Grande Region covers about 21,700 square miles in westernmost Texas. It stretches from
the extreme western part of the state, where it meets Mexico and New Mexico, along the Rio Grande past Big Bend
and up to the New Mexico border around the area of Guadalupe
Mountains National Park. Below we examine demographic Glenn Hegar
economic statistics that influence the region’s economy.
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s8 2007-2017 ‘ The Upper Rio Grande Region and its six counties are predominantly rural with
47 — a strong urban core and a steady, consistent economy. El Paso County is home
2 $6 == St to 97 percent of the region’s population, which is significantly younger than the
% $5 statewide average age. However, this is offset by the less populated counties,
E o [N g e e s whose populations are all significantly older than the rest of the state. Of the
- region’s households, 58 percent have average incomes less than $50,000.
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Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts Over the past decade, this region’s economy has been the most consistent with
Sales receipts subject to state sales tax a gradual yet continuously positive trajectory. While the region’s most highly
directly attributed to the Upper Rio Grande concentrated industries primarily revolve around manufacturing and public
Region trended upward in the past decade, safety, the U.S. military base at Fort Bliss has played a key role in keeping the

region’s economy robust.

with consistently positive movement since
the 2009 recession.
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THE UPPER RIO GRANDE REGION IS ONE OF THE COMPTROLLER’S 12 ECONOMIC REGIONS.

To see a complete list of these regions, plus more in-depth county-by-county data, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/economy/economic-data/regions/
96-1779-7 (3/19)




